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Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week of September 19 

through September 26, 2015, as ‘‘National Es-
tuaries Week’’; 

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Estuaries Week; 

(3) acknowledges the importance of estu-
aries to sustaining employment in the 
United States and the economic well-being 
and prosperity of the United States; 

(4) recognizes that persistent threats un-
dermine the health of the estuaries of the 
United States; 

(5) applauds the work of national and com-
munity organizations and public partners 
that promote public awareness, under-
standing, protection, and restoration of estu-
aries; 

(6) reaffirms the support of the Senate for 
estuaries, including the scientific study, 
preservation, protection, and restoration of 
estuaries; and 

(7) expresses the intent of the Senate to 
continue working to understand, protect, 
and restore the estuaries of the United 
States. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 270—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2015 AS 
‘‘PULMONARY FIBROSIS AWARE-
NESS MONTH’’ 
Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. KIRK, 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mr. MURPHY) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 270 

Whereas pulmonary fibrosis is a debili-
tating and ultimately fatal condition that 
causes progressive scarring in the lungs and 
generally has no known definitive cause; 

Whereas as many as 200,000 individuals in 
the United States are known to suffer from 
pulmonary fibrosis, the majority of whom 
are between the ages of 50 and 75; 

Whereas the average survival rate for the 
idiopathic form of pulmonary fibrosis is just 
2.8 years and up to 80 percent of idiopathic 
pulmonary fibrosis patients die within 5 
years of diagnosis; 

Whereas pulmonary fibrosis takes the lives 
of 40,000 individuals in the United States 
each year, approximately 1 death every 13 
minutes; 

Whereas many patients with pulmonary fi-
brosis are misdiagnosed for 1 year or longer 
after the patients are presenting with pul-
monary fibrosis symptoms; 

Whereas as of September 2015, there are no 
biomarkers for screening and testing for pul-
monary fibrosis; 

Whereas a cure or drug to extend life or 
improve symptoms of pulmonary fibrosis 
does not exist; 

Whereas the symptoms of pulmonary fibro-
sis vary from person to person and include 
shortness of breath, a dry cough, fatigue, 
weight loss, and aching muscles and joints; 

Whereas volunteers, researchers, care-
givers, and medical professionals are work-
ing to improve the quality of life for individ-
uals with pulmonary fibrosis and the fami-
lies of those individuals; and 

Whereas developing more effective treat-
ments for pulmonary fibrosis and providing 
access to quality care to individuals with 
pulmonary fibrosis requires increased re-
search, education, and community support 
services: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 2015 as ‘‘Pul-

monary Fibrosis Awareness Month’’; 
(2) supports the goals and ideals of Pul-

monary Fibrosis Awareness Month; 
(3) continues to support more robust and 

accelerated research to develop more effec-

tive treatments for pulmonary fibrosis and 
to ultimately find a cure for the disease; 

(4) recognizes the courage and contribu-
tions of individuals with pulmonary fibrosis 
who participate in vital clinical trials to ad-
vance the knowledge of the disease; and 

(5) commends the dedication of organiza-
tions, volunteers, researchers, and millions 
of individuals in the United States and 
abroad working to improve the quality of life 
for individuals with pulmonary fibrosis and 
the families of those individuals. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 2678. Mr. HELLER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
joint resolution H.J. Res. 61, amending the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to exempt em-
ployees with health coverage under 
TRICARE or the Veterans Administration 
from being taken into account for purposes 
of determining the employers to which the 
employer mandate applies under the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 2679. Mr. VITTER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
joint resolution H.J. Res. 61, supra; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 2680. Mr. McCONNELL (for Mr. COCH-
RAN) proposed an amendment to the joint 
resolution H.J. Res. 61, supra. 

SA 2681. Mr. McCONNELL proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 2680 proposed 
by Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. COCHRAN) to the 
joint resolution H.J. Res. 61, supra. 

SA 2682. Mr. McCONNELL proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 2681 proposed 
by Mr. MCCONNELL to the amendment SA 
2680 proposed by Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. 
COCHRAN) to the joint resolution H.J. Res. 61, 
supra. 

SA 2683. Mr. McCONNELL proposed an 
amendment to the joint resolution H.J. Res. 
61, supra. 

SA 2684. Mr. McCONNELL proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 2683 proposed 
by Mr. MCCONNELL to the joint resolution 
H.J. Res. 61, supra. 

SA 2685. Mr. McCONNELL proposed an 
amendment to the joint resolution H.J. Res. 
61, supra. 

SA 2686. Mr. McCONNELL proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 2685 proposed 
by Mr. MCCONNELL to the joint resolution 
H.J. Res. 61, supra. 

SA 2687. Mr. McCONNELL proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 2686 proposed 
by Mr. MCCONNELL to the amendment SA 
2685 proposed by Mr. MCCONNELL to the joint 
resolution H.J. Res. 61, supra. 

SA 2688. Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mr. 
ISAKSON, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. ROBERTS, and Mr. 
BARRASSO) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the joint 
resolution H.J. Res. 61, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 2689. Mr. McCONNELL (for Mr. COCH-
RAN) proposed an amendment to the bill H.R. 
719, to require the Transportation Security 
Administration to conform to existing Fed-
eral law and regulations regarding criminal 
investigator positions, and for other pur-
poses. 

SA 2690. Mr. McCONNELL proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 2689 proposed 
by Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. COCHRAN) to the 
bill H.R. 719, supra. 

SA 2691. Mr. McCONNELL proposed an 
amendment to the bill H.R. 719, supra. 

SA 2692. Mr. McCONNELL proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 2691 proposed 
by Mr. MCCONNELL to the bill H.R. 719, supra. 

SA 2693. Mr. McCONNELL proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 2692 proposed 

by Mr. MCCONNELL to the amendment SA 
2691 proposed by Mr. MCCONNELL to the bill 
H.R. 719, supra. 

SA 2694. Mr. McCONNELL (for Mr. THUNE) 
proposed an amendment to the bill H.R. 1020, 
to define STEM education to include com-
puter science, and to support existing STEM 
education programs at the National Science 
Foundation. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 2678. Mr. HELLER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the joint resolution H.J. Res. 61, 
amending the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to exempt employees with health 
coverage under TRICARE or the Vet-
erans Administration from being taken 
into account for purposes of deter-
mining the employers to which the em-
ployer mandate applies under the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act; which was ordered to lie on the 
table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. NO BUDGET NO PAY. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 
cited as the ‘‘No Budget, No Pay Act’’. 

(b) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term 
‘‘Member of Congress’’— 

(1) has the meaning given under section 
2106 of title 5, United States Code; and 

(2) does not include the Vice President. 
(c) TIMELY APPROVAL OF CONCURRENT RES-

OLUTION ON THE BUDGET AND THE APPROPRIA-
TIONS BILLS.—If both Houses of Congress 
have not approved a concurrent resolution 
on the budget as described under section 301 
of the Congressional Budget and Impound-
ment Control Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 632) for a 
fiscal year before October 1 of that fiscal 
year and have not passed all the regular ap-
propriations bills for the next fiscal year be-
fore October 1 of that fiscal year, the pay of 
each Member of Congress may not be paid for 
each day following that October 1 until the 
date on which both Houses of Congress ap-
prove a concurrent resolution on the budget 
for that fiscal year and all the regular appro-
priations bills. 

(d) NO PAY WITHOUT CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION ON THE BUDGET AND THE APPROPRIATIONS 
BILLS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, no funds may be ap-
propriated or otherwise be made available 
from the Treasury for the pay of any Mem-
ber of Congress during any period deter-
mined by the Chairpersons of the Committee 
on the Budget and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the Senate or the Chairpersons 
of the Committee on the Budget and the 
Committee on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives under subsection (e). 

(2) NO RETROACTIVE PAY.—A Member of 
Congress may not receive pay for any period 
determined by the Chairpersons of the Com-
mittee on the Budget and the Committee on 
Appropriations of the Senate or the Chair-
persons of the Committee on the Budget and 
the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives under subsection 
(e), at any time after the end of that period. 

(e) DETERMINATIONS.— 
(1) SENATE.— 
(A) REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATIONS.—On Oc-

tober 1 of each year, the Secretary of the 
Senate shall submit a request to the Chair-
persons of the Committee on the Budget and 
the Committee on Appropriations of the Sen-
ate for certification of determinations made 
under clause (i) and (ii) of subparagraph (B). 
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(B) DETERMINATIONS.—The Chairpersons of 

the Committee on the Budget and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate 
shall— 

(i) on October 1 of each year, make a deter-
mination of whether Congress is in compli-
ance with subsection (c) and whether Sen-
ators may not be paid under that subsection; 

(ii) determine the period of days following 
each October 1 that Senators may not be 
paid under subsection (c); and 

(iii) provide timely certification of the de-
terminations under clauses (i) and (ii) upon 
the request of the Secretary of the Senate. 

(2) HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.— 
(A) REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATIONS.—On Oc-

tober 1 of each year, the Chief Administra-
tive Officer of the House of Representatives 
shall submit a request to the Chairpersons of 
the Committee on the Budget and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives for certification of deter-
minations made under clauses (i) and (ii) of 
subparagraph (B). 

(B) DETERMINATIONS.—The Chairpersons of 
the Committee on the Budget and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives shall— 

(i) on October 1 of each year, make a deter-
mination of whether Congress is in compli-
ance with subsection (c) and whether Mem-
bers of the House of Representatives may not 
be paid under that subsection; 

(ii) determine the period of days following 
each October 1 that Members of the House of 
Representatives may not be paid under sub-
section (c); and 

(iii) provide timely certification of the de-
terminations under clauses (i) and (ii) upon 
the request of the Chief Administrative Offi-
cer of the House of Representatives. 

(f) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall 
take effect on February 1, 2017. 

SA 2679. Mr. VITTER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the joint resolution H.J. Res. 61, 
amending the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to exempt employees with health 
coverage under TRICARE or the Vet-
erans Administration from being taken 
into account for purposes of deter-
mining the employers to which the em-
ployer mandate applies under the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act; which was ordered to lie on the 
table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. lll. None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available by this Act shall 
be used to pay the salaries and expenses of 
personnel to provide assistance under the 
supplemental nutrition assistance program 
established under the Food and Nutrition 
Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.) until the 
date on which the Secretary of Agriculture 
certifies that each State agency has insti-
tuted procedures to ensure that all able-bod-
ied recipients of assistance under the pro-
gram in that State who are between 18 and 49 
years of age and without dependents are re-
quired to comply with the requirements of a 
work program for at least 20 hours each 
week during any period in which the recipi-
ents receive assistance under the program. 

SA 2680. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. 
COCHRAN) proposed an amendment to 
the joint resolution H.J. Res. 61, 
amending the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to exempt employees with health 
coverage under TRICARE or the Vet-
erans Administration from being taken 
into account for purposes of deter-

mining the employers to which the em-
ployer mandate applies under the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act; as follows: 

Strike out all after the resolving clause 
and insert the following: 
The following sums are hereby appropriated, 
out of any money in the Treasury not other-
wise appropriated, and out of applicable cor-
porate or other revenues, receipts, and funds, 
for the several departments, agencies, cor-
porations, and other organizational units of 
Government for fiscal year 2016, and for 
other purposes, namely: 

SEC. 101. (a) Such amounts as may be nec-
essary, at a rate for operations as provided 
in the applicable appropriations Acts for fis-
cal year 2015 and under the authority and 
conditions provided in such Acts, for con-
tinuing projects or activities (including the 
costs of direct loans and loan guarantees) 
that are not otherwise specifically provided 
for in this joint resolution, that were con-
ducted in fiscal year 2015, and for which ap-
propriations, funds, or other authority were 
made available in the following appropria-
tions Acts: 

(1) The Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Food and Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2015 (division A 
of Public Law 113–235), except section 743 and 
title VIII. 

(2) The Commerce, Justice, Science, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2015 
(division B of Public Law 113–235). 

(3) The Department of Defense Appropria-
tions Act, 2015 (division C of Public Law 113– 
235), except title X. 

(4) The Energy and Water Development and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2015 
(division D of Public Law 113–235). 

(5) The Financial Services and General 
Government Appropriations Act, 2015 (divi-
sion E of Public Law 113–235). 

(6) The Department of Homeland Security 
Appropriations Act, 2015 (Public Law 114–4). 

(7) The Department of the Interior, Envi-
ronment, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2015 (division F of Public Law 113– 
235). 

(8) The Departments of Labor, Health and 
Human Services, and Education, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2015 (division G 
of Public Law 113–235), except title VI. 

(9) The Legislative Branch Appropriations 
Act, 2015 (division H of Public Law 113–235). 

(10) The Military Construction and Vet-
erans Affairs, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2015 (division I of Public Law 
113–235). 

(11) The Department of State, Foreign Op-
erations, and Related Programs Appropria-
tions Act, 2015 (division J of Public Law 113– 
235), except title IX. 

(12) The Transportation, Housing and 
Urban Development, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2015 (division K of Pub-
lic Law 113–235). 

(13) Section 11 of the Consolidated and Fur-
ther Continuing Appropriations Act, 2015 
(Public Law 113–235). 

(b) The rate for operations provided by sub-
section (a) is hereby reduced by 0.2108 per-
cent. 

SEC. 102. (a) No appropriation or funds 
made available or authority granted pursu-
ant to section 101 for the Department of De-
fense shall be used for: (1) the new produc-
tion of items not funded for production in 
fiscal year 2015 or prior years; (2) the in-
crease in production rates above those sus-
tained with fiscal year 2015 funds; or (3) the 
initiation, resumption, or continuation of 
any project, activity, operation, or organiza-
tion (defined as any project, subproject, ac-
tivity, budget activity, program element, 
and subprogram within a program element, 

and for any investment items defined as a P– 
1 line item in a budget activity within an ap-
propriation account and an R–1 line item 
that includes a program element and subpro-
gram element within an appropriation ac-
count) for which appropriations, funds, or 
other authority were not available during 
fiscal year 2015. 

(b) No appropriation or funds made avail-
able or authority granted pursuant to sec-
tion 101 for the Department of Defense shall 
be used to initiate multi-year procurements 
utilizing advance procurement funding for 
economic order quantity procurement unless 
specifically appropriated later. 

SEC. 103. Appropriations made by section 
101 shall be available to the extent and in the 
manner that would be provided by the perti-
nent appropriations Act. 

SEC. 104. Except as otherwise provided in 
section 102, no appropriation or funds made 
available or authority granted pursuant to 
section 101 shall be used to initiate or re-
sume any project or activity for which ap-
propriations, funds, or other authority were 
not available during fiscal year 2015. 

SEC. 105. Appropriations made and author-
ity granted pursuant to this joint resolution 
shall cover all obligations or expenditures 
incurred for any project or activity during 
the period for which funds or authority for 
such project or activity are available under 
this joint resolution. 

SEC. 106. Unless otherwise provided for in 
this joint resolution or in the applicable ap-
propriations Act for fiscal year 2016, appro-
priations and funds made available and au-
thority granted pursuant to this joint resolu-
tion shall be available until whichever of the 
following first occurs: (1) the enactment into 
law of an appropriation for any project or ac-
tivity provided for in this joint resolution; 
(2) the enactment into law of the applicable 
appropriations Act for fiscal year 2016 with-
out any provision for such project or activ-
ity; or (3) December 11, 2015. 

SEC. 107. Expenditures made pursuant to 
this joint resolution shall be charged to the 
applicable appropriation, fund, or authoriza-
tion whenever a bill in which such applicable 
appropriation, fund, or authorization is con-
tained is enacted into law. 

SEC. 108. Appropriations made and funds 
made available by or authority granted pur-
suant to this joint resolution may be used 
without regard to the time limitations for 
submission and approval of apportionments 
set forth in section 1513 of title 31, United 
States Code, but nothing in this joint resolu-
tion may be construed to waive any other 
provision of law governing the apportion-
ment of funds. 

SEC. 109. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this joint resolution, except section 
106, for those programs that would otherwise 
have high initial rates of operation or com-
plete distribution of appropriations at the 
beginning of fiscal year 2016 because of dis-
tributions of funding to States, foreign coun-
tries, grantees, or others, such high initial 
rates of operation or complete distribution 
shall not be made, and no grants shall be 
awarded for such programs funded by this 
joint resolution that would impinge on final 
funding prerogatives. 

SEC. 110. This joint resolution shall be im-
plemented so that only the most limited 
funding action of that permitted in the joint 
resolution shall be taken in order to provide 
for continuation of projects and activities. 

SEC. 111. (a) For entitlements and other 
mandatory payments whose budget author-
ity was provided in appropriations Acts for 
fiscal year 2015, and for activities under the 
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, activities 
shall be continued at the rate to maintain 
program levels under current law, under the 
authority and conditions provided in the ap-
plicable appropriations Act for fiscal year 
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2015, to be continued through the date speci-
fied in section 106(3). 

(b) Notwithstanding section 106, obliga-
tions for mandatory payments due on or 
about the first day of any month that begins 
after October 2015 but not later than 30 days 
after the date specified in section 106(3) may 
continue to be made, and funds shall be 
available for such payments. 

SEC. 112. Amounts made available under 
section 101 for civilian personnel compensa-
tion and benefits in each department and 
agency may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to avoid furloughs 
within such department or agency, con-
sistent with the applicable appropriations 
Act for fiscal year 2015, except that such au-
thority provided under this section shall not 
be used until after the department or agency 
has taken all necessary actions to reduce or 
defer non-personnel-related administrative 
expenses. 

SEC. 113. Funds appropriated by this joint 
resolution may be obligated and expended 
notwithstanding section 10 of Public Law 91– 
672 (22 U.S.C. 2412), section 15 of the State 
Department Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 
U.S.C. 2680), section 313 of the Foreign Rela-
tions Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1994 
and 1995 (22 U.S.C. 6212), and section 504(a)(1) 
of the National Security Act of 1947 (50 
U.S.C. 3094(a)(1)). 

SEC. 114. (a) Each amount incorporated by 
reference in this joint resolution that was 
previously designated by the Congress for 
Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War 
on Terrorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A) 
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985 or as being for dis-
aster relief pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(D) of 
such Act is designated by the Congress for 
Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War 
on Terrorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A) 
of such Act or as being for disaster relief 
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(D) of such Act, 
respectively. 

(b) The reduction in section 101(b) of this 
joint resolution shall not apply to— 

(1) amounts designated under subsection 
(a) of this section; or 

(2) amounts made available by section 
101(a) by reference to the second paragraph 
under the heading ‘‘Social Security Adminis-
tration—Limitation on Administrative Ex-
penses’’ in division G of Public Law 113–235; 
or 

(3) amounts made available by section 
101(a) by reference to the paragraph under 
the heading ‘‘Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services—Health Care Fraud and Abuse 
Control Account’’ in division G of Public 
Law 113–235. 

(c) Section 6 of Public Law 113–235 shall 
apply to amounts designated in subsection 
(a) for Overseas Contingency Operations/ 
Global War on Terrorism. 

SEC. 115. During the period covered by this 
joint resolution, discretionary amounts ap-
propriated for fiscal year 2016 that were pro-
vided in advance by appropriations Acts 
shall be available in the amounts provided in 
such Acts, reduced by the percentage in sec-
tion 101(b). 

SEC. 116. Notwithstanding section 101, 
amounts are provided for ‘‘Department of 
Agriculture—Domestic Food Programs— 
Food and Nutrition Service—Commodity As-
sistance Program’’ at a rate for operations of 
$288,317,000, of which $221,298,000 shall be for 
the Commodity Supplemental Food Pro-
gram. 

SEC. 117. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Department of Agriculture— 
Rural Housing Service—Rental Assistance 
Program’’ may be apportioned up to the rate 
for operations necessary to pay ongoing debt 
service for the multi-family direct loan pro-
grams under sections 514 and 515 of the Hous-

ing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1484 and 1485): Pro-
vided, That the Secretary may waive the pro-
hibition in the second proviso under such 
heading in division A of Public Law 113–235 
with respect to rental assistance contracts 
entered into or renewed during fiscal year 
2015. 

SEC. 118. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Department of Commerce—Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion—Procurement, Acquisition and Con-
struction’’ may be apportioned up to the rate 
for operations necessary to maintain the 
planned launch schedules for the Joint Polar 
Satellite System. 

SEC. 119. (a) The first proviso under the 
heading ‘‘United States Marshals Service— 
Federal Prisoner Detention’’ in title II of di-
vision B of Public Law 113–235 shall not 
apply during the period covered by this joint 
resolution. 

(b) The limitation in section 217(c) of divi-
sion B of Public Law 113–235 on the amount 
of excess unobligated balances available 
under section 524(c)(8)(E) of title 28, United 
States Code, shall not apply under this joint 
resolution to the use of such funds for 
‘‘United States Marshals Service—Federal 
Prisoner Detention’’. 

SEC. 120. (a) The authority regarding close-
out of Space Shuttle contracts and associ-
ated programs provided by language under 
the heading ‘‘National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration—Administrative Pro-
visions’’ in the Omnibus Appropriations Act, 
2009 (Public Law 111–8) shall continue in ef-
fect through fiscal year 2021. 

(b) This section shall be applied as if it 
were in effect on September 30, 2015. 

SEC. 121. (a) Notwithstanding section 1552 
of title 31, United States Code, funds made 
available, including funds that have expired 
but have not been cancelled, and identified 
by Treasury Appropriation Fund Symbol 13– 
09/10–0554 shall remain available for expendi-
ture through fiscal year 2020 for the purpose 
of liquidating valid obligations of active 
grants. 

(b) For the purpose of subsection (a), 
grants for which the period of performance 
has expired but are not finally closed out 
shall be considered active grants. 

(c) This section shall be applied as if it 
were in effect on September 30, 2015. 

SEC. 122. The following provisions shall be 
applied by substituting ‘‘2016’’ for ‘‘2015’’ 
through the earlier of the date specified in 
section 106(3) of this joint resolution or the 
date of the enactment of an Act authorizing 
appropriations for fiscal year 2016 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense: 

(1) Section 1215(f)(1) of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012 
(Public Law 112–81; 10 U.S.C. 113 note), as 
most recently amended by section 1237 of the 
Carl Levin and Howard P. ‘‘Buck’’ McKeon 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2015 (Public Law 113–291). 

(2) Section 127b(c)(3)(C) of title 10, United 
States Code. 

SEC. 123. (a) Funds made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Department of Energy—Energy 
Programs—Uranium Enrichment Decon-
tamination and Decommissioning Fund’’ 
may be apportioned up to the rate for oper-
ations necessary to avoid disruption of con-
tinuing projects or activities funded in this 
appropriation. 

(b) The Secretary of Energy shall notify 
the Committees on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate not 
later than 3 days after each use of the au-
thority provided in subsection (a). 

SEC. 124. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this joint resolution, except section 
106, the District of Columbia may expend 
local funds under the heading ‘‘District of 
Columbia Funds’’ for such programs and ac-

tivities under the District of Columbia Ap-
propriations Act, 2015 (title IV of division E 
of Public Law 113–235) at the rate set forth 
under ‘‘District of Columbia Funds—Sum-
mary of Expenses’’ as included in the Fiscal 
Year 2016 Budget Request Act of 2015 (D.C. 
Act 21–99), as modified as of the date of the 
enactment of this joint resolution. 

SEC. 125. Notwithstanding section 101, no 
funds are provided by this joint resolution 
for ‘‘Recovery Accountability and Trans-
parency Board—Salaries and Expenses’’. 

SEC. 126. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Small Business Administra-
tion—Business Loans Program Account’’ 
may be apportioned up to the rate for oper-
ations necessary to accommodate increased 
demand for commitments for general busi-
ness loans authorized under section 7(a) of 
the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 636(a)). 

SEC. 127. Sections 1101(a) and 1104(a)(2)(A) 
of the Internet Tax Freedom Act (title XI of 
division C of Public Law 105–277; 47 U.S.C. 151 
note) shall be applied by substituting the 
date specified in section 106(3) of this joint 
resolution for ‘‘October 1, 2015’’. 

SEC. 128. Section 101 shall be applied by as-
suming that section 7 of Public Law 113–235 
was enacted as part of title VII of division E 
of Public Law 113–235. 

SEC. 129. The authority provided by section 
831 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 
U.S.C. 391) shall continue in effect through 
the date specified in section 106(3) of this 
joint resolution. 

SEC. 130. Section 401(b) of the Illegal Immi-
gration Reform and Immigrant Responsi-
bility Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1324a note) shall 
be applied by substituting the date specified 
in section 106(3) of this joint resolution for 
‘‘September 30, 2015’’. 

SEC. 131. Section 610(b) of the Departments 
of Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judici-
ary, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act, 1993 (8 U.S.C. 1153 note) shall be applied 
by substituting the date specified in section 
106(3) of this joint resolution for ‘‘September 
30, 2015’’. 

SEC. 132. Subclauses 101(a)(27)(C)(ii)(II) and 
(III) of the Immigration and Nationality Act 
(8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(27)(C)(ii)(II) and (III)) shall 
be applied by substituting the date specified 
in section 106(3) of this joint resolution for 
‘‘September 30, 2015’’. 

SEC. 133. Section 220(c) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Technical Corrections Act of 
1994 (8 U.S.C. 1182 note) shall be applied by 
substituting the date specified in section 
106(3) of this joint resolution for ‘‘September 
30, 2015’’. 

SEC. 134. Section 810 of the Federal Lands 
Recreation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6809) 
is amended by striking all that follows after 
‘‘shall terminate’’ and inserting ‘‘September 
30, 2017.’’. 

SEC. 135. In addition to the amount other-
wise provided by section 101 for ‘‘Department 
of Agriculture—Forest Service—Wildland 
Fire Management’’, there is appropriated 
$700,000,000 for an additional amount for fis-
cal year 2016, to remain available until ex-
pended, for urgent wildland fire suppression 
activities: Provided, That such funds shall 
only become available if funds previously 
provided for wildland fire suppression will be 
exhausted imminently and the Secretary of 
Agriculture notifies the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate in writing of the need for 
these additional funds: Provided further, That 
such funds are also available for transfer to 
other appropriations accounts to repay 
amounts previously transferred for wildfire 
suppression: Provided further, That such 
amount is designated by the Congress as an 
emergency requirement pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, ex-
cept that such amount shall be available 
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only if the President subsequently so des-
ignates such amount and transmits such des-
ignation to the Congress. 

SEC. 136. The authorities provided by sec-
tions 117 and 123 of division G of Public Law 
113–76 shall continue in effect through the 
date specified in section 106(3) of this joint 
resolution. 

SEC. 137. (a) The authority provided by sub-
section (m)(3) of section 8162 of the Depart-
ment of Defense Appropriations Act, 2000 (40 
U.S.C. 8903 note; Public Law 106–79) shall 
continue in effect through the date specified 
in section 106(3) of this joint resolution. 

(b) For the period covered by this joint res-
olution, the authority provided by the pro-
visos under the heading ‘‘Dwight D. Eisen-
hower Memorial Commission—Capital Con-
struction’’ in division E of Public Law 112–74 
shall not be in effect. 

SEC. 138. Section 3096(2) of the Carl Levin 
and Howard P. ‘‘Buck’’ McKeon National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 
is amended by inserting ‘‘for fiscal year 2015’’ 
after ‘‘$37,000,000’’. 

SEC. 139. Funds made available in prior ap-
propriations Acts for construction and ren-
ovation of facilities for the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention may also be 
used for construction on leased land. 

SEC. 140. Subsection (b) of section 163 of 
Public Law 111–242, as amended, is further 
amended by striking ‘‘2015–2016’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘2016–2017’’. 

SEC. 141. Section 101 shall be applied by as-
suming that section 139 of Public Law 113–164 
was enacted as part of division G of Public 
Law 113–235, and section 139 of Public Law 
113–164 shall be applied by adding at the end 
the following: ‘‘and of the unobligated bal-
ance of amounts deposited or available in the 
Child Enrollment Contingency Fund from 
appropriations to the Fund under section 
2104(n)(2)(A)(i) of the Social Security Act and 
the income derived from investment of those 
funds pursuant to 2104(n)(2)(C) of that Act, 
$1,664,000,000 is rescinded’’. 

SEC. 142. Section 114(f) of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1011c(f)) shall be 
applied by substituting the date specified in 
section 106(3) of this joint resolution for 
‘‘September 30, 2015’’. 

SEC. 143. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this joint resolution, there is appro-
priated for payment to Tori B. Nunnelee, 
widow of Alan Nunnelee, late a Representa-
tive from the State of Mississippi, $174,000. 

SEC. 144. Of the discretionary unobligated 
balances of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs from fiscal year 2015 or prior fiscal 
years, or discretionary amounts appro-
priated in advance for fiscal year 2016, the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs may transfer 
up to $625,000,000 to ‘‘Department of Veterans 
Affairs—Departmental Administration—Con-
struction, Major Projects’’, to be merged 
with the amounts available in such account: 
Provided, That no amounts may be trans-
ferred from amounts that were designated by 
the Congress as an emergency requirement 
pursuant to the Concurrent Resolution on 
the Budget, the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985, or the 
Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010: Pro-
vided further, That no amounts may be trans-
ferred until the Secretary submits to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate a request 
for, and receives from the Committees writ-
ten approval of, such transfers: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary shall specify in such 
request the donor account and amount of 
each proposed transfer, the fiscal year of 
each appropriation to be transferred, the 
amount of unobligated balances remaining 
in the account after the transfer, and the 
project or program impact of the transfer. 

SEC. 145. Notwithstanding section 101, 
amounts are provided for ‘‘Department of 

Veterans Affairs—Departmental Administra-
tion—General Operating Expenses, Veterans 
Benefits Administration’’ at a rate for oper-
ations of $2,697,734,000. 

SEC. 146. Notwithstanding section 101, sec-
tion 226(a) of division I of Public Law 113–235 
shall be applied to amounts made available 
by this joint resolution by substituting ‘‘di-
vision I of Public Law 113–235’’ for ‘‘division 
J of Public Law 113–76’’ and by substituting 
‘‘2015’’ for ‘‘2014’’. 

SEC. 147. Section 209 of the International 
Religious Freedom Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6436) 
shall be applied by substituting the date 
specified in section 106(3) of this joint resolu-
tion for ‘‘September 30, 2015’’. 

SEC. 148. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Broadcasting Board of Gov-
ernors—International Broadcasting Oper-
ations’’, ‘‘Bilateral Economic Assistance— 
Funds Appropriated to the President—Eco-
nomic Support Fund’’, ‘‘International Secu-
rity Assistance—Department of State— 
International Narcotics Control and Law En-
forcement’’, ‘‘International Security Assist-
ance—Department of State—Nonprolifera-
tion, Anti-terrorism, Demining and Related 
Programs’’, and ‘‘International Security As-
sistance—Funds Appropriated to the Presi-
dent—Foreign Military Financing Program’’ 
shall be obligated at a rate for operations as 
necessary to sustain assistance for Ukraine 
to counter external, regional aggression and 
influence, including for the costs of author-
ized loan guarantees. 

SEC. 149. Section 1334 of the Foreign Affairs 
Reform and Restructuring Act of 1998 (22 
U.S.C. 6553) shall be applied by substituting 
the date specified in section 106(3) of this 
joint resolution for ‘‘October 1, 2015’’. 

SEC. 150. (a) Funds made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Department of Housing and 
Urban Development—Management and Ad-
ministration—Administrative Support Of-
fices’’ may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to maintain the 
planned schedule for the New Core Shared 
Services Project. 

(b) Not later than 3 days before the first 
use of the apportionment authority in sub-
section (a), each 30 days thereafter, and 3 
days after the authority expires under this 
joint resolution, the Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development shall submit to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate a report 
specifying each use of the authority through 
the date of the report. 

SEC. 151. (a) Section 48103(a) of title 49, 
United States Code, shall be applied: (1) by 
substituting the amount specified in such 
section with $1,610,000,000; and (2) by sub-
stituting the fiscal year specified in such 
section with the period beginning October 1, 
2015, and ending on March 31, 2016. 

(b) Section 47104(c), 47107(r)(3), and 47115(j) 
of title 49, United States Code, shall each be 
applied by substituting ‘‘2016’’ for ‘‘2015’’. 

(c) Section 47141(f) of title 49, United 
States Code, shall be applied by substituting 
‘‘March 31, 2016’’ for ‘‘September 30, 2015’’. 

(d) For purposes of calculating funding ap-
portionments and meeting other require-
ments under sections 47114, 47115, 47116, and 
47117 of title 49, United States Code, for the 
period beginning on October 1, 2015, and end-
ing on March 31, 2016, the Administrator of 
the Federal Aviation Administration shall— 

(1) first calculate funding apportionments 
on an annualized basis as if the total amount 
available under section 48103 of such title for 
fiscal year 2016 were $3,220,000,000; and 

(2) then reduce by 50 percent— 
(A) all funding apportionments calculated 

under paragraph (1); and 
(B) amounts available pursuant to sections 

47117(b) and 47117(f)(2) of such title. 
(e) Section 409(d) of the Vision 100—Cen-

tury of Aviation Reauthorization Act (49 

U.S.C. 41731 note) shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘‘March 31, 2016’’ for ‘‘September 30, 
2015’’. 

(f) Nothing in this section shall affect the 
availability of any balances of contract au-
thority provided under section 48103 of title 
49, United States Code, for fiscal year 2015 or 
any prior fiscal year. 

(g) Section 186(d) of the Vision 100—Cen-
tury of Aviation Reauthorization Act (117 
Stat. 2518) is amended by inserting ‘‘and for 
the period beginning on October 1, 2015, and 
ending on March 31, 2016,’’ after ‘‘fiscal years 
2012 through 2015’’. 

(h) This section shall be in effect through 
March 31, 2016. 

SEC. 152. (a) Notwithstanding section 106, 
sections 4081(d)(2)(B), 4261(j), 4261(k)(1)(A)(ii), 
and 4271(d)(1)(A)(ii) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 shall each be applied by sub-
stituting ‘‘March 31, 2016’’ for ‘‘September 30, 
2015’’. 

(b) Notwithstanding section 106, section 
4083(b) and subsections (d)(1) and (e)(2) of sec-
tion 9502 of such Code shall each be applied 
by substituting ‘‘April 1, 2016’’ for ‘‘October 
1, 2015’’. 

(c) Subparagraph (A) of section 9502(d)(1) of 
such Code is amended by inserting ‘‘or any 
Act making continuing appropriations for 
the fiscal year 2016’’ before the semicolon at 
the end. 

This joint resolution may be cited as the 
‘‘Continuing Appropriations Resolution, 
2016’’. 

SA 2681. Mr. MCCONNELL proposed 
an amendment to amendment SA 2680 
proposed by Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. 
COCHRAN) to the joint resolution H.J. 
Res. 61, amending the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to exempt employees with 
health coverage under TRICARE or the 
Veterans Administration from being 
taken into account for purposes of de-
termining the employers to which the 
employer mandate applies under the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act; as follows: 

At the end add the following. 
‘‘This Act shall take effect 1 day after the 

date of enactment.’’ 

SA 2682. Mr. MCCONNELL proposed 
an amendment to amendment SA 2681 
proposed by Mr. MCCONNELL to the 
amendment SA 2680 proposed by Mr. 
MCCONNELL (for Mr. COCHRAN) to the 
joint resolution H.J. Res. 61, amending 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
exempt employees with health cov-
erage under TRICARE or the Veterans 
Administration from being taken into 
account for purposes of determining 
the employers to which the employer 
mandate applies under the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act; as fol-
lows: 

Strike ‘‘1 day’’ and insert ‘‘2 days’’ 

SA 2683. Mr. MCCONNELL proposed 
an amendment to the joint resolution 
H.J. Res. 61, amending the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to exempt em-
ployees with health coverage under 
TRICARE or the Veterans Administra-
tion from being taken into account for 
purposes of determining the employers 
to which the employer mandate applies 
under the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act; as follows: 

At the end add the following. 
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‘‘This Act shall take effect 4 days after the 

date of enactment.’’ 

SA 2684. Mr. MCCONNELL proposed 
an amendment to amendment SA 2683 
proposed by Mr. MCCONNELL to the 
joint resolution H.J. Res. 61, amending 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
exempt employees with health cov-
erage under TRICARE or the Veterans 
Administration from being taken into 
account for purposes of determining 
the employers to which the employer 
mandate applies under the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act; as fol-
lows: 

Strike ‘‘4’’ and insert ‘‘5’’ 

SA 2685. Mr. MCCONNELL proposed 
an amendment to the joint resolution 
H.J. Res. 61, amending the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to exempt em-
ployees with health coverage under 
TRICARE or the Veterans Administra-
tion from being taken into account for 
purposes of determining the employers 
to which the employer mandate applies 
under the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act; as follows: 

At the end add the following. 
‘‘This Act shall take effect 6 days after the 

date of enactment.’’ 

SA 2686. Mr. MCCONNELL proposed 
an amendment to amendment SA 2685 
proposed by Mr. MCCONNELL to the 
joint resolution H.J. Res. 61, amending 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
exempt employees with health cov-
erage under TRICARE or the Veterans 
Administration from being taken into 
account for purposes of determining 
the employers to which the employer 
mandate applies under the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act; as fol-
lows: 

Strike ‘‘6’’ and insert ‘‘7’’ 

SA 2687. Mr. MCCONNELL proposed 
an amendment to amendment SA 2686 
proposed by Mr. MCCONNELL to the 
amendment SA 2685 proposed by Mr. 
MCCONNELL to the joint resolution H.J. 
Res. 61, amending the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to exempt employees with 
health coverage under TRICARE or the 
Veterans Administration from being 
taken into account for purposes of de-
termining the employers to which the 
employer mandate applies under the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act; as follows: 

Strike ‘‘7’’ and insert ‘‘8’’ 

SA 2688. Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, 
Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. ROBERTS, 
and Mr. BARRASSO) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the joint resolution H.J. Res. 61, 
amending the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to exempt employees with health 
coverage under TRICARE or the Vet-
erans Administration from being taken 
into account for purposes of deter-
mining the employers to which the em-
ployer mandate applies under the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act; which was ordered to lie on the 
table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. ll. None of the amounts made avail-
able by section 101 for ‘‘International Secu-
rity Assistance—Department of State—Non-
proliferation, Anti-terrorism, Demining and 
Related Programs’’ or in prior acts making 
appropriations for the Department of State, 
foreign operations and related programs may 
be made available for a voluntary contribu-
tion to the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) until the Secretary of State 
certifies and reports to the Committees on 
Appropriations that any side agreements be-
tween the IAEA and the Government of Iran, 
including such agreements related to the 
Roadmap for Clarification of Past and 
Present Outstanding Issues between such en-
tities, have been made available to Members 
of the United States Senate and House of 
Representatives, in classified form if nec-
essary. 

SA 2689. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. 
COCHRAN) proposed an amendment to 
the bill H.R. 719, to require the Trans-
portation Security Administration to 
conform to existing Federal law and 
regulations regarding criminal investi-
gator positions, and for other purposes; 
as follows: 

At the end add the following: 
The following sums are hereby appropriated, 
out of any money in the Treasury not other-
wise appropriated, and out of applicable cor-
porate or other revenues, receipts, and funds, 
for the several departments, agencies, cor-
porations, and other organizational units of 
Government for fiscal year 2016, and for 
other purposes, namely: 

SEC. 101. (a) Such amounts as may be nec-
essary, at a rate for operations as provided 
in the applicable appropriations Acts for fis-
cal year 2015 and under the authority and 
conditions provided in such Acts, for con-
tinuing projects or activities (including the 
costs of direct loans and loan guarantees) 
that are not otherwise specifically provided 
for in this Act, that were conducted in fiscal 
year 2015, and for which appropriations, 
funds, or other authority were made avail-
able in the following appropriations Acts: 

(1) The Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Food and Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2015 (division A 
of Public Law 113–235), except section 743 and 
title VIII. 

(2) The Commerce, Justice, Science, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2015 
(division B of Public Law 113–235). 

(3) The Department of Defense Appropria-
tions Act, 2015 (division C of Public Law 113– 
235), except title X. 

(4) The Energy and Water Development and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2015 
(division D of Public Law 113–235). 

(5) The Financial Services and General 
Government Appropriations Act, 2015 (divi-
sion E of Public Law 113–235). 

(6) The Department of Homeland Security 
Appropriations Act, 2015 (Public Law 114–4). 

(7) The Department of the Interior, Envi-
ronment, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2015 (division F of Public Law 113– 
235). 

(8) The Departments of Labor, Health and 
Human Services, and Education, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2015 (division G 
of Public Law 113–235), except title VI. 

(9) The Legislative Branch Appropriations 
Act, 2015 (division H of Public Law 113–235). 

(10) The Military Construction and Vet-
erans Affairs, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2015 (division I of Public Law 
113–235). 

(11) The Department of State, Foreign Op-
erations, and Related Programs Appropria-

tions Act, 2015 (division J of Public Law 113– 
235), except title IX. 

(12) The Transportation, Housing and 
Urban Development, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2015 (division K of Pub-
lic Law 113–235). 

(13) Section 11 of the Consolidated and Fur-
ther Continuing Appropriations Act, 2015 
(Public Law 113–235). 

(b) The rate for operations provided by sub-
section (a) is hereby reduced by 0.2108 per-
cent. 

SEC. 102. (a) No appropriation or funds 
made available or authority granted pursu-
ant to section 101 for the Department of De-
fense shall be used for: (1) the new produc-
tion of items not funded for production in 
fiscal year 2015 or prior years; (2) the in-
crease in production rates above those sus-
tained with fiscal year 2015 funds; or (3) the 
initiation, resumption, or continuation of 
any project, activity, operation, or organiza-
tion (defined as any project, subproject, ac-
tivity, budget activity, program element, 
and subprogram within a program element, 
and for any investment items defined as a P– 
1 line item in a budget activity within an ap-
propriation account and an R–1 line item 
that includes a program element and subpro-
gram element within an appropriation ac-
count) for which appropriations, funds, or 
other authority were not available during 
fiscal year 2015. 

(b) No appropriation or funds made avail-
able or authority granted pursuant to sec-
tion 101 for the Department of Defense shall 
be used to initiate multi-year procurements 
utilizing advance procurement funding for 
economic order quantity procurement unless 
specifically appropriated later. 

SEC. 103. Appropriations made by section 
101 shall be available to the extent and in the 
manner that would be provided by the perti-
nent appropriations Act. 

SEC. 104. Except as otherwise provided in 
section 102, no appropriation or funds made 
available or authority granted pursuant to 
section 101 shall be used to initiate or re-
sume any project or activity for which ap-
propriations, funds, or other authority were 
not available during fiscal year 2015. 

SEC. 105. Appropriations made and author-
ity granted pursuant to this Act shall cover 
all obligations or expenditures incurred for 
any project or activity during the period for 
which funds or authority for such project or 
activity are available under this Act. 

SEC. 106. Unless otherwise provided for in 
this Act or in the applicable appropriations 
Act for fiscal year 2016, appropriations and 
funds made available and authority granted 
pursuant to this Act shall be available until 
whichever of the following first occurs: (1) 
the enactment into law of an appropriation 
for any project or activity provided for in 
this Act; (2) the enactment into law of the 
applicable appropriations Act for fiscal year 
2016 without any provision for such project 
or activity; or (3) December 11, 2015. 

SEC. 107. Expenditures made pursuant to 
this Act shall be charged to the applicable 
appropriation, fund, or authorization when-
ever a bill in which such applicable appro-
priation, fund, or authorization is contained 
is enacted into law. 

SEC. 108. Appropriations made and funds 
made available by or authority granted pur-
suant to this Act may be used without re-
gard to the time limitations for submission 
and approval of apportionments set forth in 
section 1513 of title 31, United States Code, 
but nothing in this Act may be construed to 
waive any other provision of law governing 
the apportionment of funds. 

SEC. 109. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, except section 106, for those 
programs that would otherwise have high 
initial rates of operation or complete dis-
tribution of appropriations at the beginning 
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of fiscal year 2016 because of distributions of 
funding to States, foreign countries, grant-
ees, or others, such high initial rates of oper-
ation or complete distribution shall not be 
made, and no grants shall be awarded for 
such programs funded by this Act that would 
impinge on final funding prerogatives. 

SEC. 110. This Act shall be implemented so 
that only the most limited funding action of 
that permitted in the Act shall be taken in 
order to provide for continuation of projects 
and activities. 

SEC. 111. (a) For entitlements and other 
mandatory payments whose budget author-
ity was provided in appropriations Acts for 
fiscal year 2015, and for activities under the 
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, activities 
shall be continued at the rate to maintain 
program levels under current law, under the 
authority and conditions provided in the ap-
plicable appropriations Act for fiscal year 
2015, to be continued through the date speci-
fied in section 106(3). 

(b) Notwithstanding section 106, obliga-
tions for mandatory payments due on or 
about the first day of any month that begins 
after October 2015 but not later than 30 days 
after the date specified in section 106(3) may 
continue to be made, and funds shall be 
available for such payments. 

SEC. 112. Amounts made available under 
section 101 for civilian personnel compensa-
tion and benefits in each department and 
agency may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to avoid furloughs 
within such department or agency, con-
sistent with the applicable appropriations 
Act for fiscal year 2015, except that such au-
thority provided under this section shall not 
be used until after the department or agency 
has taken all necessary actions to reduce or 
defer non-personnel-related administrative 
expenses. 

SEC. 113. Funds appropriated by this Act 
may be obligated and expended notwith-
standing section 10 of Public Law 91–672 (22 
U.S.C. 2412), section 15 of the State Depart-
ment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 
2680), section 313 of the Foreign Relations 
Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1994 and 1995 
(22 U.S.C. 6212), and section 504(a)(1) of the 
National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 
3094(a)(1)). 

SEC. 114. (a) Each amount incorporated by 
reference in this Act that was previously 
designated by the Congress for Overseas Con-
tingency Operations/Global War on Ter-
rorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A) of the 
Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985 or as being for disaster 
relief pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(D) of such 
Act is designated by the Congress for Over-
seas Contingency Operations/Global War on 
Terrorism pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A) of 
such Act or as being for disaster relief pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(D) of such Act, re-
spectively. 

(b) The reduction in section 101(b) of this 
Act shall not apply to— 

(1) amounts designated under subsection 
(a) of this section; or 

(2) amounts made available by section 
101(a) by reference to the second paragraph 
under the heading ‘‘Social Security Adminis-
tration—Limitation on Administrative Ex-
penses’’ in division G of Public Law 113–235; 
or 

(3) amounts made available by section 
101(a) by reference to the paragraph under 
the heading ‘‘Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services—Health Care Fraud and Abuse 
Control Account’’ in division G of Public 
Law 113–235. 

(c) Section 6 of Public Law 113–235 shall 
apply to amounts designated in subsection 
(a) for Overseas Contingency Operations/ 
Global War on Terrorism. 

SEC. 115. During the period covered by this 
Act, discretionary amounts appropriated for 

fiscal year 2016 that were provided in ad-
vance by appropriations Acts shall be avail-
able in the amounts provided in such Acts, 
reduced by the percentage in section 101(b). 

SEC. 116. Notwithstanding section 101, 
amounts are provided for ‘‘Department of 
Agriculture—Domestic Food Programs— 
Food and Nutrition Service—Commodity As-
sistance Program’’ at a rate for operations of 
$288,317,000, of which $221,298,000 shall be for 
the Commodity Supplemental Food Pro-
gram. 

SEC. 117. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Department of Agriculture— 
Rural Housing Service—Rental Assistance 
Program’’ may be apportioned up to the rate 
for operations necessary to pay ongoing debt 
service for the multi-family direct loan pro-
grams under sections 514 and 515 of the Hous-
ing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1484 and 1485): Pro-
vided, That the Secretary may waive the pro-
hibition in the second proviso under such 
heading in division A of Public Law 113–235 
with respect to rental assistance contracts 
entered into or renewed during fiscal year 
2015. 

SEC. 118. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Department of Commerce—Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion—Procurement, Acquisition and Con-
struction’’ may be apportioned up to the rate 
for operations necessary to maintain the 
planned launch schedules for the Joint Polar 
Satellite System. 

SEC. 119. (a) The first proviso under the 
heading ‘‘United States Marshals Service— 
Federal Prisoner Detention’’ in title II of di-
vision B of Public Law 113–235 shall not 
apply during the period covered by this Act. 

(b) The limitation in section 217(c) of divi-
sion B of Public Law 113–235 on the amount 
of excess unobligated balances available 
under section 524(c)(8)(E) of title 28, United 
States Code, shall not apply under this Act 
to the use of such funds for ‘‘United States 
Marshals Service—Federal Prisoner Deten-
tion’’. 

SEC. 120. (a) The authority regarding close-
out of Space Shuttle contracts and associ-
ated programs provided by language under 
the heading ‘‘National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration—Administrative Pro-
visions’’ in the Omnibus Appropriations Act, 
2009 (Public Law 111–8) shall continue in ef-
fect through fiscal year 2021. 

(b) This section shall be applied as if it 
were in effect on September 30, 2015. 

SEC. 121. (a) Notwithstanding section 1552 
of title 31, United States Code, funds made 
available, including funds that have expired 
but have not been cancelled, and identified 
by Treasury Appropriation Fund Symbol 13– 
09/10–0554 shall remain available for expendi-
ture through fiscal year 2020 for the purpose 
of liquidating valid obligations of active 
grants. 

(b) For the purpose of subsection (a), 
grants for which the period of performance 
has expired but are not finally closed out 
shall be considered active grants. 

(c) This section shall be applied as if it 
were in effect on September 30, 2015. 

SEC. 122. The following provisions shall be 
applied by substituting ‘‘2016’’ for ‘‘2015’’ 
through the earlier of the date specified in 
section 106(3) of this Act or the date of the 
enactment of an Act authorizing appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2016 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense: 

(1) Section 1215(f)(1) of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012 
(Public Law 112–81; 10 U.S.C. 113 note), as 
most recently amended by section 1237 of the 
Carl Levin and Howard P. ‘‘Buck’’ McKeon 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2015 (Public Law 113–291). 

(2) Section 127b(c)(3)(C) of title 10, United 
States Code. 

SEC. 123. (a) Funds made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Department of Energy—Energy 
Programs—Uranium Enrichment Decon-
tamination and Decommissioning Fund’’ 
may be apportioned up to the rate for oper-
ations necessary to avoid disruption of con-
tinuing projects or activities funded in this 
appropriation. 

(b) The Secretary of Energy shall notify 
the Committees on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate not 
later than 3 days after each use of the au-
thority provided in subsection (a). 

SEC. 124. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, except section 106, the Dis-
trict of Columbia may expend local funds 
under the heading ‘‘District of Columbia 
Funds’’ for such programs and activities 
under the District of Columbia Appropria-
tions Act, 2015 (title IV of division E of Pub-
lic Law 113–235) at the rate set forth under 
‘‘District of Columbia Funds—Summary of 
Expenses’’ as included in the Fiscal Year 2016 
Budget Request Act of 2015 (D.C. Act 21–99), 
as modified as of the date of the enactment 
of this Act. 

SEC. 125. Notwithstanding section 101, no 
funds are provided by this Act for ‘‘Recovery 
Accountability and Transparency Board— 
Salaries and Expenses’’. 

SEC. 126. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Small Business Administra-
tion—Business Loans Program Account’’ 
may be apportioned up to the rate for oper-
ations necessary to accommodate increased 
demand for commitments for general busi-
ness loans authorized under section 7(a) of 
the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 636(a)). 

SEC. 127. Sections 1101(a) and 1104(a)(2)(A) 
of the Internet Tax Freedom Act (title XI of 
division C of Public Law 105–277; 47 U.S.C. 151 
note) shall be applied by substituting the 
date specified in section 106(3) of this Act for 
‘‘October 1, 2015’’. 

SEC. 128. Section 101 shall be applied by as-
suming that section 7 of Public Law 113–235 
was enacted as part of title VII of division E 
of Public Law 113–235. 

SEC. 129. The authority provided by section 
831 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 
U.S.C. 391) shall continue in effect through 
the date specified in section 106(3) of this 
Act. 

SEC. 130. Section 401(b) of the Illegal Immi-
gration Reform and Immigrant Responsi-
bility Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1324a note) shall 
be applied by substituting the date specified 
in section 106(3) of this Act for ‘‘September 
30, 2015’’. 

SEC. 131. Section 610(b) of the Departments 
of Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judici-
ary, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act, 1993 (8 U.S.C. 1153 note) shall be applied 
by substituting the date specified in section 
106(3) of this Act for ‘‘September 30, 2015’’. 

SEC. 132. Subclauses 101(a)(27)(C)(ii)(II) and 
(III) of the Immigration and Nationality Act 
(8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(27)(C)(ii)(II) and (III)) shall 
be applied by substituting the date specified 
in section 106(3) of this Act for ‘‘September 
30, 2015’’. 

SEC. 133. Section 220(c) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Technical Corrections Act of 
1994 (8 U.S.C. 1182 note) shall be applied by 
substituting the date specified in section 
106(3) of this Act for ‘‘September 30, 2015’’. 

SEC. 134. Section 810 of the Federal Lands 
Recreation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6809) 
is amended by striking all that follows after 
‘‘shall terminate’’ and inserting ‘‘September 
30, 2017.’’. 

SEC. 135. In addition to the amount other-
wise provided by section 101 for ‘‘Department 
of Agriculture—Forest Service—Wildland 
Fire Management’’, there is appropriated 
$700,000,000 for an additional amount for fis-
cal year 2016, to remain available until ex-
pended, for urgent wildland fire suppression 
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activities: Provided, That such funds shall 
only become available if funds previously 
provided for wildland fire suppression will be 
exhausted imminently and the Secretary of 
Agriculture notifies the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate in writing of the need for 
these additional funds: Provided further, That 
such funds are also available for transfer to 
other appropriations accounts to repay 
amounts previously transferred for wildfire 
suppression: Provided further, That such 
amount is designated by the Congress as an 
emergency requirement pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, ex-
cept that such amount shall be available 
only if the President subsequently so des-
ignates such amount and transmits such des-
ignation to the Congress. 

SEC. 136. The authorities provided by sec-
tions 117 and 123 of division G of Public Law 
113–76 shall continue in effect through the 
date specified in section 106(3) of this Act. 

SEC. 137. (a) The authority provided by sub-
section (m)(3) of section 8162 of the Depart-
ment of Defense Appropriations Act, 2000 (40 
U.S.C. 8903 note; Public Law 106–79) shall 
continue in effect through the date specified 
in section 106(3) of this Act. 

(b) For the period covered by this Act, the 
authority provided by the provisos under the 
heading ‘‘Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial 
Commission—Capital Construction’’ in divi-
sion E of Public Law 112–74 shall not be in ef-
fect. 

SEC. 138. Section 3096(2) of the Carl Levin 
and Howard P. ‘‘Buck’’ McKeon National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 
is amended by inserting ‘‘for fiscal year 2015’’ 
after ‘‘$37,000,000’’. 

SEC. 139. Funds made available in prior ap-
propriations Acts for construction and ren-
ovation of facilities for the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention may also be 
used for construction on leased land. 

SEC. 140. Subsection (b) of section 163 of 
Public Law 111–242, as amended, is further 
amended by striking ‘‘2015–2016’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘2016–2017’’. 

SEC. 141. Section 101 shall be applied by as-
suming that section 139 of Public Law 113–164 
was enacted as part of division G of Public 
Law 113–235, and section 139 of Public Law 
113–164 shall be applied by adding at the end 
the following: ‘‘and of the unobligated bal-
ance of amounts deposited or available in the 
Child Enrollment Contingency Fund from 
appropriations to the Fund under section 
2104(n)(2)(A)(i) of the Social Security Act and 
the income derived from investment of those 
funds pursuant to 2104(n)(2)(C) of that Act, 
$1,664,000,000 is rescinded’’. 

SEC. 142. Section 114(f) of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1011c(f)) shall be 
applied by substituting the date specified in 
section 106(3) of this Act for ‘‘September 30, 
2015’’. 

SEC. 143. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, there is appropriated for 
payment to Tori B. Nunnelee, widow of Alan 
Nunnelee, late a Representative from the 
State of Mississippi, $174,000. 

SEC. 144. Of the discretionary unobligated 
balances of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs from fiscal year 2015 or prior fiscal 
years, or discretionary amounts appro-
priated in advance for fiscal year 2016, the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs may transfer 
up to $625,000,000 to ‘‘Department of Veterans 
Affairs—Departmental Administration—Con-
struction, Major Projects’’, to be merged 
with the amounts available in such account: 
Provided, That no amounts may be trans-
ferred from amounts that were designated by 
the Congress as an emergency requirement 
pursuant to the Concurrent Resolution on 
the Budget, the Balanced Budget and Emer-

gency Deficit Control Act of 1985, or the 
Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010: Pro-
vided further, That no amounts may be trans-
ferred until the Secretary submits to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate a request 
for, and receives from the Committees writ-
ten approval of, such transfers: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary shall specify in such 
request the donor account and amount of 
each proposed transfer, the fiscal year of 
each appropriation to be transferred, the 
amount of unobligated balances remaining 
in the account after the transfer, and the 
project or program impact of the transfer. 

SEC. 145. Notwithstanding section 101, 
amounts are provided for ‘‘Department of 
Veterans Affairs—Departmental Administra-
tion—General Operating Expenses, Veterans 
Benefits Administration’’ at a rate for oper-
ations of $2,697,734,000. 

SEC. 146. Notwithstanding section 101, sec-
tion 226(a) of division I of Public Law 113–235 
shall be applied to amounts made available 
by this Act by substituting ‘‘division I of 
Public Law 113–235’’ for ‘‘division J of Public 
Law 113–76’’ and by substituting ‘‘2015’’ for 
‘‘2014’’. 

SEC. 147. Section 209 of the International 
Religious Freedom Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6436) 
shall be applied by substituting the date 
specified in section 106(3) of this Act for 
‘‘September 30, 2015’’. 

SEC. 148. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Broadcasting Board of Gov-
ernors—International Broadcasting Oper-
ations’’, ‘‘Bilateral Economic Assistance— 
Funds Appropriated to the President—Eco-
nomic Support Fund’’, ‘‘International Secu-
rity Assistance—Department of State— 
International Narcotics Control and Law En-
forcement’’, ‘‘International Security Assist-
ance—Department of State—Nonprolifera-
tion, Anti-terrorism, Demining and Related 
Programs’’, and ‘‘International Security As-
sistance—Funds Appropriated to the Presi-
dent—Foreign Military Financing Program’’ 
shall be obligated at a rate for operations as 
necessary to sustain assistance for Ukraine 
to counter external, regional aggression and 
influence, including for the costs of author-
ized loan guarantees. 

SEC. 149. Section 1334 of the Foreign Affairs 
Reform and Restructuring Act of 1998 (22 
U.S.C. 6553) shall be applied by substituting 
the date specified in section 106(3) of this Act 
for ‘‘October 1, 2015’’. 

SEC. 150. (a) Funds made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Department of Housing and 
Urban Development—Management and Ad-
ministration—Administrative Support Of-
fices’’ may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to maintain the 
planned schedule for the New Core Shared 
Services Project. 

(b) Not later than 3 days before the first 
use of the apportionment authority in sub-
section (a), each 30 days thereafter, and 3 
days after the authority expires under this 
Act, the Secretary of Housing and Urban De-
velopment shall submit to the Committees 
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate a report specifying 
each use of the authority through the date of 
the report. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Continuing 
Appropriations Act, 2016’’. 

SA 2690. Mr. MCCONNELL proposed 
an amendment to amendment SA 2689 
proposed by Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. 
COCHRAN) to the bill H.R. 719, to re-
quire the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration to conform to existing 
Federal law and regulations regarding 
criminal investigator positions, and for 
other purposes; as follows: 

At the end add the following. 
‘‘This Act shall take effect 1 day after the 

date of enactment.’’ 

SA 2691. Mr. MCCONNELL proposed 
an amendment to the bill H.R. 719, to 
require the Transportation Security 
Administration to conform to existing 
Federal law and regulations regarding 
criminal investigator positions, and for 
other purposes; as follows: 

At the end add the following, 
‘‘This Act shall take effect 2 days after the 

date of enactment.’’ 

SA 2692. Mr. MCCONNELL proposed 
an amendment to amendment SA 2691 
proposed by Mr. MCCONNELL to the bill 
H.R. 719, to require the Transportation 
Security Administration to conform to 
existing Federal law and regulations 
regarding criminal investigator posi-
tions, and for other purposes; as fol-
lows: 

Strike ‘‘2’’ and insert ‘‘3’’ 

SA 2693. Mr. MCCONNELL proposed 
an amendment to amendment SA 2692 
proposed by Mr. MCCONNELL to the 
amendment SA 2691 proposed by Mr. 
MCCONNELL to the bill H.R. 719, to re-
quire the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration to conform to existing 
Federal law and regulations regarding 
criminal investigator positions, and for 
other purposes; as follows: 

Strike ‘‘3’’ and insert ‘‘4’’ 

SA 2694. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. 
THUNE) proposed an amendment to the 
bill H.R. 1020, to define STEM edu-
cation to include computer science, 
and to support existing STEM edu-
cation programs at the National 
Science Foundation; as follows: 

On page 4, strike lines 24 through 25 and in-
sert the following: 

(3) in subsections (e) and (f), by striking 
‘‘subsection (g)’’ each place it appears, and 
inserting ‘‘subsection (h)’’; 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on September 24, 2015, at 2:30 
p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

STEM EDUCATION ACT OF 2015 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 195, H.R. 1020; 
further, that the Thune amendment be 
agreed to and the Senate vote on pas-
sage of the bill, as amended. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 1020) to define STEM education 

to include computer science, and to support 
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